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Particle and material interfaces lie at the heart of nano and biotechnology;
pharmaceutical drug delivery; water purification; modern minerals processing;
electroptical displays; nanofabrication and energy storage, as examples.

First class, international research and innovation in these areas requires a
unique blend of science and engineering, coupled to theory. Flexibility in
thinking, the ability and willingness to learn from others is critical, as is the
capacity to listen and engage well with industry. These personal attributes are
enhanced by leadership “from the front”, inspiring, developing and rewarding all
researchers within the organization. Flexible structures are required that can
change and adapt with time and need. This lecture will draw on many years of
practical international experience, working in and observing how research

institutes work and how industry can best engage with them.



